Dear Robbie,

I figured you might want to take a trip with me back into our memories.   Rest assured while your time here on earth has become limited.. you have left an impacting impression on many including me.. Since I cannot be their in person right now.. I figured maybe a letter can be read to you..  so we can have a lasting reminder of how amazing our God is and how he brought us together and how you became my mentor, friend and help.   And as you prepare for a better place with lots of God’s amazing animals.. don’t forget about me.. your friend still on earth battling earthly issues that you get to leave behind.. No more death, sickness, tough choices, hurt feelings or pain of any kind.   Meanwhile I expect you to be praying for me while you are sitting with our heavenly father...  Pray that I may have the right attitude as my friend Robbie did,   pray that I may care for animals with the passion and wisdom as my friend Robbie did.  Pray that I may be upright, sincere, caring and as loving as my friend Robbie is.    Pray that I may be as forgiving and willing to move forward like Robbie did.   And most of all, if I can fight a battle with half of the strength that you did... May God give me the grace and mercy to fight like you?  You have a huge impact on all around you that watched you move forward despite the ongoing battle for the earth to take your body... You lived and loved life in a way I understood... God, Family, Friends and of course animals!  

I remember first meeting you.  Your passion and love for God’s creation was evident with the little cavy following you and the bottle baby muntjac deer... then you introduced me not only to amazing animals but an amazing person that was able care for, imprint animals like no other... I wanted nothing more then to have that kind of ability, wisdom and love for animals like you did...  So what better way then to have a Robbie Collection.

I look around and if it wasn’t for you... Wildlife Wonders would not be where it is at...  My friendly cavies are from you, my zebus are friendly and perfect for petting zoos because of you…. So if you think I am exaggerating... here is the list of animals that make Wildife Wonders what it is and they are all animals I received from you over the last 8 years.

Muntjac deer,   cavies,  coatimundi,  fennec fox,  African Crested Porcupine,  Prehensile tail porcupine,  zebu cows,  mini donkeys,  baby doll sheep,  pygmy goats,  Siberian chipmunks, silky doves, Prevost squirrel,  

Those animals I did not get from you... I was introduced to by you!  Bushbaby, wallaby, bearcat... 
I am sure I am missing some but if you had any doubts as to weather your animals would continue to educate, bring joy to peoples lives... they have and will continue to do so under the best care only beat by Robbie herself. Grin
So in essence... the Lord has an amazing way of working...  he was allowing your passion to be recreated right here at Wildlife Wonders in Georgia and He was giving me a mentor, friend and help that I will sorely and painfully miss.  The only thing that gives me peace is that I will laugh at the thought of you in heaven all pain free playing with animals while I still get to stay here battling sick animals, earthly pains and issues and problems that come with this earth.    I will one day join you but until then I will live on the glimpses of heaven right here on earth including watching a little muntjac being born, the coatis playing and bouncing around,  the zebus showing off their color,   the baby dolls having a face like no other.. That can make anyone smile... knowing you can enjoy those moments with me... and the many lessons I have learned from you are embedded and will be with me forever and passed on to all those who are willing to learn and listen
 When I eat cheese and crackers I will think of you.   When a wallaby is born, I will think of you.   When my animals pass away I will think of you taking care of them for me in heaven.   

I will miss our sharing times, you have helped, encouraged me in so many ways.  Their will forever be an empty spot in my heart where you were a vital part but by God’s grace and mercy he has given me memories that will be with me forever and of course I get to smile every time I look at the animals here at Wildlife Wonders..  Knowing Robbie will always be a part of this earth... no taking that away... You have made history and will go on more known then you even care to be on this earth since it won’t matter anymore… you being in heaven with our heavenly father and all…   but all you have taught me will continue to be passed on.. 

I am sure this letter applies to more persons them me... but me being selfish... decided to focus on your impact on my life and how I just wish you could tell me about all the wonderful heavenly things you are about to encounter.. Because of my earthly being... I cannot imagine anything better then animals friends and family but heaven is so much more then our greatest blessings so be blessed as you have blessed and may your family know that without a doubt your time on earth was so perfect in God’s planning all along until it was time for you to go to a better place.. May peace be with you and all who care about you... knowing you are just one blessed person... heading to a place only dreams are made of!!

Love forever in our awesome Savior,  Christ Jesus

Hope Bennett  May 19 2008
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